Unit 3: Science or Fiction?
Essential Question: How do authors make science fiction believable? 
Focus Standards: 

· RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· RL.7.8: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

· W.7.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and conveys ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

· SL.7.5: Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings. 

· L. 7.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Student Objectives: 
· Read and discuss science fiction stories and nonfiction science texts about space, robots, and planets. 
· Compare and contrast the settings, characters, and unusual circumstances among science fiction stories, and discuss the unique nature of this genre. 

· Analyze how a science fiction story evolves over the course of a text, and discuss how this is similar to and different from other novels read. 

· Write a variety of responses to literature and informational text. 

· Conduct research on a science fiction author of choice and present findings to the class in a multimedia format. 

· Write a science fiction story.

· Participate in group discussions. 
